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Travellers defy 
eviction with High 
Court hearing 

Grandmother 'prepared to die' rather than swart 
her lifestyle for town-centre brlc ks and mortar 


«*V Emily Dugan 

U cfenden* of the UK’s largest Trav 
filer site said yesterday they had 
launched an “eleventh hour” legal hid 
to stop a controversial eviction that 
ih expected witlun week*. A Lu.ldiU.li 
injunction will he? heard by a High I 
Court judge on Wednesday to stop 
hundreds of people being forcibly 
removed from the camp at I tale f arm j 
in Essex. Lawyers are seeking an I 
injunction because there is still a case 
pending in the High Court which 
argues Basildon council has a duty 
to find Travellers alternative land 
rather than bricks and mortar flats. 

The full hearing is scheduled to be 
heard in November. 

Altlu High 1 tale farm resident* legal 
ly own the former scrapyard where 
they live, around half < if the 100 pitch- 
es do not have planning permission 
to be on site, which is in Basildon's 
green belt. More than 300 people, 
including 110 children, face eviction. 

Bailiffs for Basildon Council can 
arrive legally on the site to begin evic- 
tions from midnight on Wednesday. 

7 he lawyers are acting on behalf wow.u ~;r;; , . . . 

of grandmother M.iry shartdan. 71. ' •; 1 

for 10 years and face* eviction despite fern e is*m . * r ; < f 'V, ' . J ' j . 
suffering from chronic lung disease. f " r ,h ', . (h „ 

Sneaking yesterday she said: "I've drawn support from • ountries Owl 
never livJd in a borne. I’ve born a Include Vwnkn, Hair, tin- Ncllu-r 



forced to find new land or pay com 
pensatioa It could cost tlie council 
up to £20m in bailiff and police fees. 
Police riot teams have been prej < ir 
ing for months at the Essex police 
I raining school and "move on” team* 
have been specially prepared to stop 
those evicted from settling close by. 
Steve Morgan, Basildon Council's 
deputy leader, said: “Nobody wants 
to evict anybody; it's a horrible thing 
to do, but we enforce against anybody 
who builds in the green belt,” 
Supporters said yesterday they 
lid permanently defend the site 
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Traveller all rny life and that's the way 
I want to end my life Where will I go 
to if they pul u* on the road"" She 
believes line stress of eviction killed 
her husband, Jonathan, who died of 
a heart attack Iasi November 7 hr was 
terrified of moving on. He said he 
didn't want to see am it tier court again 
It's a life and death situation. We're 
prepared to die here,” 

Keith laimax, her soli utsr, said 


out having a very serious Impact on 
their health. Few people understand 
da: extent of what it means 1 / y/*j 
never Jived in brv.ks and rnnrufaod 
have always lived a certain way" 
if eviction g/*->. aiaavj l a Mr* ^»' r> 
dan win* tier < ase I',**** may b* 


lands and Belgium. 

Hie atmosphere on the site t% at 
ready tense, and many living, ** dj* 
camp say they are prepared to "die 
fighting" /or their home < »** cann- 
ier. and pelrol v/alo d hay 
already being prepared** hurnn>/ 
barricade s again*! rvk non 
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Keith la/max, her solicitor, saiu spok< ' 
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